28 January 1981 


near Harold 


Thank you for your letter cf the 2^rd and for the copy of your letter to 
Charles Hinkle . 

That nift on tried to paint a very negative picture of ms in his hook came 
as ixO sarpraae. kha*J dro surprise me was that ne then proceeded, to describe 
ms progressive disenchantment with Liebeler and to show that in fact 


my 


” yyy tip's yp t- 


s were justmea - — to show that he gave Liebeler ammunition to use 
against me cri.rcs, ana that Liebeler was determined to defenc the barren 
neport ai> any cost • without even acknowledging that my advice was right 
on target. But what else should one expect from aaLiigy despicable bastard 
like Lift on? 

i agree that his book will be harmful to the critics and harmful to any 
rational reasonable reexamination cf the assassination. He is becoming a 
’star oi stage screen ana television" in his effort to promote the book. 

But I leer pretty sure tnat the oook will fail, out of its inherent weaknesses 
and the preposterous nature of his over-all hypothesis. Indeed, Roger and I 
had a wcnuerfui fantasy' of reenacting the three-vehicle, two-coffin, exits and 
entrances sequence, with the Marx Brothers playing the parts, am laughed 
ourselves into aching sides and streaming eyes. 

If George McMillan or anyone else of his ilk calls me, I plan to say 
merely that I haven't had time to read the book yet. As for the earthshaking 
discovery — you may remember that he told me in 1966 that he had taken it to 
liebeler out that he would not share it with any of the critics, which shocked 
and outraged me and caused me to break off ail contact with Lii'ton for a long 
time. 1 aeduce xrom his oook that the "earthshaking discovery” "was the alleged 
"surgery" reference in the Sibert-C ' Keill report, which was hardly exclusive, 
since you and i'red Newcomb had already discovered it and written about it. 

Hucn ol tne "disguise and deception" was ce.rr.ied out by Lifton himself, 
and no one can read, the book without learning from his own narration that he 
was consistently dishonest, nasty, ana self-serving. His own rope will be 
sufficient to hang his. 

Harold, I do hope that you are beginning to feel better and more comfortable 
— as you must know, all your friends including Roger and myself are concerned 
about your well-being and wish you renewec health. with warmest regards and 
affection. 

Yours as ever, 





